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preyed on servicemembers. Security
National Automotive Acceptance Com-
pany threatened that they would con-
tact commanding officers about debts
that our veterans incurred, and lied to
our brave men and women in uniform
about their obligations, and they have
been held accountable because of the
CFPB.

The CFPB was created to protect
families and small businesses, and
since 2010, the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau has returned nearly
$12 billion to 29 million consumers in
all 50 States. More than 1 million con-
sumers have used the CFPB’s com-
plaint database, and nearly all of them
have received a timely resolution to
their issues.
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The CFPB held Wells Fargo account-
able to the tune of $100 million after
they opened millions of fraudulent ac-
counts for customers without telling
them. Wells Fargo surreptitiously col-
lected fees from these victims, and
every dime was returned to consumers
because the CFPB was on the job.

The sole purpose of CFPB’s existence
is to ensure that bank loans, mort-
gages, and credit cards are fair, afford-
able, understandable, and transparent.
That is exactly what it is doing. Re-
publicans want nothing more than to
kill it.

No honest, hardworking American
should be exploited when they are tak-
ing out a mortgage, trying to pay off
their college debt, buying a car, or
opening a bank account, but that is
what is going to happen if Republicans
get their way today. Passage of this
bill will confirm what so many Ameri-
cans believe: that Washington works
for big business, the very rich, and
powerful special interests, but not for
them.

Let’s remind ourselves that the
American people sent us to Washington
to work for them. They didn’t send us
here to fight for the big banks and
credit card companies that already
have too much power here in Wash-
ington.

Reject this bad bill. Vote for the
American people. Protect consumers,
and very strongly vote ‘‘no.”

———

RESCUING AMERICA’S
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
when ObamaCare was imposed on the
Nation, we were promised lower pre-
miums, increased choices, and im-
proved care, but exactly the opposite
has happened.

Last year, premiums increased an av-
erage of 25 percent, and this year we
are warned they will increase another
40 percent. Last year, only one provider
remained in a third of American coun-
ties. This year, entire regions have no
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providers at all. In 2015, American life
expectancies actually declined.

The Senate now has before it the
American Health Care Act. It goes a
long way toward replacing
ObamaCare’s compulsory one-size-fits-
all bureaucratic mess with a consumer-
friendly, patient-centered system.

The AHCA repeals the employer man-
date that has trapped many Americans
in part-time jobs. It repeals the indi-
vidual mandate that forces Americans
to buy plans they don’t want, don’t
need, and can’t afford. It changes the
premium structure that forced young
families to subsidize premiums for
those in their peak earning years. It re-
peals nearly $1 trillion of taxes on the
American economy. It repeals the man-
dates that force an older couple to
maintain pediatric coverage, and it
maintains the safety net for those with
preexisting conditions. It assures that
these plans are within the financial
reach of every family.

Well, despite the obvious failure of
ObamaCare and the urgent need to res-
cue our healthcare system, opponents
have gone into overdrive to frighten
people and to distort the facts. The
most lurid claim comes from the Con-
gressional Budget Office: that 23 mil-
lion Americans will lose their health
insurance.

Now, we should first remember that
this is the same office that predicted
that ObamaCare exchanges would cover
26 million Americans by 2017. The ac-
tual number was 10 million. It pre-
dicted that ObamaCare would result in
slight premium increases between 10
and 13 percent by 2016. The actual fig-
ure was 105 percent.

So how did the CBO come up with its
latest claim? Well, much is based on
assuming that people won’t buy health
insurance unless we force them. In re-
ality, more people are already choosing
not to purchase ObamaCare policies,
and they are paying a steep tax penalty
to boot. The CBO ignored provisions
that allow people to tailor plans to
best meet their own needs, which is a
powerful market incentive for them to
purchase plans.

Second, the CBO predicts that in fu-
ture years Medicaid recipients will
leave due to changes that restrain the
growth in this program, yet it is pre-
cisely these changes that focus re-
sources on services and not on waste
and fraud.

Third, the CBO predicts that low-in-
come, older Americans in the indi-
vidual market will lose nearly $13,000
of subsidies and be priced out of that
market, yet it ignores the $90 billion
that were freed up in the final House
version with the express understanding
that the Senate would redirect these
funds to replace these ObamaCare sub-
sidies.

Fourth, the CBO predicts some peo-
ple will choose less expensive Dplans
without all the bells and whistles re-
quired under ObamaCare. Well, this, of
course, is exactly what choice is all
about: people making their own deci-
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sions based on their own needs and
wants. Yet the CBO classifies them as
uninsured.

The other major and false claim is
that people with preexisting conditions
will lose coverage, despite explicit lan-
guage in the AHCA that nothing in this
act shall be construed as permitting
health insurers to limit access to
health coverage for individuals with
preexisting conditions.

There is one exception. If you are one
of the 7 percent of patients in the indi-
vidual market, and if you have a pre-
existing condition, and if you live in a
State that has requested and received a
waiver based on having an alternative
program to assure your coverage, and
if you have let your insurance lapse for
more than 62 days in the past year,
then, and only then, can you be
charged a higher rate than the general
population for your health plan, and
then only for the first year.

This year, entire regions of the coun-
try will be unable to obtain policies on
ObamaCare exchanges; premiums are
spiraling out of reach for families that
don’t qualify for subsidies; and tax-
payer costs are skyrocketing. The
AHCA offers a way out of this night-
mare, restoring a healthy, competitive
market, where patients will have the
widest range of choices and the free-
dom to choose a plan that best meets
their own needs, along with a sup-
portive tax system to assure that these
plans are within their financial reach.

If the Senate can come up with a bet-
ter plan, let’s see it. But one thing
should be clear: inaction is not an op-
tion.

———

LOYALTY OF COMMANDER IN
CHIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, amidst
the breaking news alerts and tweets
that have overwhelmed our Nation
over the past several days, and as our
Nation tunes in to a hearing taking
place on the other side of the Capitol
as I speak, lies a simple question: Did
the President of the United States put
his own personal and political interests
above the interests of the American
people?

Congress cannot allow itself to be-
come desensitized to the gravity of
those accusations or be deterred from
an aggressive, expeditious, and fully
independent investigation conducted in
full view of the American public, be-
cause the real victims of this inves-
tigation’s ‘‘cloud” are our constitu-
ents: Americans who wake up every
morning praying that their monthly
budget won’t be compromised by the
unexpected; who walk into their office
hoping that today isn’t the day that
that layoff notice arrives; who tuck
their son or daughter into bed at night
knowing that, despite working two
jobs, their kid won’t be afforded the
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same luxuries as their friend down the
street; who look to Washington for a
hand and instead see us forced to wres-
tle with an almost unbelievable ques-
tion: whether the leader of the free
world compromised the security of his
citizens and our democracy to a foreign
adversary.

Mr. Speaker, there has been an awful
lot of talk about loyalty in the past 24
hours. Let’s be very, very clear. The
American people should never have to
be reassured of the loyalty of their
Commander in Chief.

———
IN MEMORY OF GREGG ALLMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Mr. Gregg Allman, award-winning rock
and roll singer and songwriter who
passed away in Savannah, Georgia, on
Sunday May 27, 2017, at the age of 69.

Mr. Allman will be remembered as
the keyboardist and distinctly soulful
voice of the Allman Brothers, a three-
time Grammy Award-winning South-
ern rock band whose popularity has
spawned generations of dedicated fol-
lowers throughout the world.

Born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1947,
Mr. Allman and his brother, Duane,
were skilled guitarists and
keyboardists by the time they grad-
uated from high school. The brothers
went on to perform with a number of
small West Coast sound rock bands
throughout the 1960s, moving between
Los Angeles and Jacksonville, before
establishing the Allman Brothers Band
in 1969.

The band’s most popular songs in-
cluded ‘‘Midnight Rider,” ‘““Whipping
Post,” and ‘“Ramblin’ Man,”” which ref-
erences Macon’s Highway 41, where Mr.
Allman was laid to rest. These songs
will span the test of time and continue
to live on, even as the music industry
has drastically changed.

In 1973, Mr. Allman began a solo ca-
reer and enjoyed a great deal of success
as both a member of the Allman Broth-
ers and a solo act. In 1995, Allman and
the other members of the band were in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame.

I am proud that Mr. Allman chose to
call Savannah home, and I am honored
to have the opportunity to represent
such an outstanding artist.

REMEMBERING FRANK CHAPPELL, JR.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, 1 rise today to recognize the
groundbreaking and altruistic life of
Mr. Frank Chappell, who passed away
on Saturday, May 27, 2017, at the age of
85.

Originally from Quitman, Georgia,
Mr. Chappell always had a passion for
serving others. He grew up as an inte-
gral member of his church and joined
the Army directly after high school to
serve his country and fight in the Ko-
rean war. In the Army, he gained the
motivation he needed to continue his
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education, enrolling in Savannah State
University upon his return home from
Korea.

He moved to Savannah permanently
after graduation and continued using
his passion for service to make Savan-
nah a better place to live. In 1957, he
joined the Savannah police depart-
ment.

Mr. Chappell was in the second group
of African-American police officers the
department had ever hired. However, at
that time, these officers were still un-
able to drive in police cars or arrest po-
tential criminals. Nevertheless, Mr.
Chappell’s personable nature created a
connection with neighbors around Sa-
vannah that, before 1957, had felt
underrepresented.

He retired from the police force after
35 years but, subsequently, embarked
on another service position as a mem-
ber of the city council for Thunderbolt,
Georgia. During his term there, he was
instrumental in building a new town
hall and senior citizen building.

I am proud to thank Mr. Chappell, as
well as his family, for all of his out-
standing work in the Savannah com-
munity. He certainly will be missed.

AMERICAN PATRIOT AWARD WINNER JUDGE J.

ALEXANDER ATWOOD

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the out-
standing career of Judge Alex Atwood,
who received the American Patriot
Award from the Glynn County Vet-
erans Council on May 29, 2017. Each
year, one individual that has exhibited
leadership that positively impacts
Glynn County receives this award.

Mr. Atwood is certainly worthy of
this title. He started his career as a
local law enforcement officer before he
transitioned his knowledge of the law
into a career as a special agent with
the Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center, where he educated thousands
on the role of public defenders.

In Glynn County, Judge Atwood is
well known for his extraordinary legal
career, serving as a magistrate judge
for Glynn County and as a representa-
tive for Georgia’s 179th District in the
Georgia General Assembly. In this ca-
pacity, Judge Atwood has been a cham-
pion for Georgians. He introduced leg-
islation that set parameters for illegal
immigration, provides protections
against human trafficking, and gen-
erates structured legal reform.

Judge Atwood has found the time to
devote himself to a number of Glynn
County organizations, working with
each to make Glynn County a better
place. Judge Atwood is a beaming ex-
ample of leadership, and his career
serves as an important lesson in ful-
filling our civic duty as Americans.

———

THANKING HOWARD P.
MARGULEAS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RUI1z) for 5 minutes.
Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Howard Marguleas, a talented
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businessman, incredible father and
friend, and blessing to those who knew
him. He made a tremendous positive
impact on so many lives, including my
own. His list of achievements and con-
tributions to our Nation is long.

Sadly, he passed away June 1, 2017.
His spirit of service and leadership will
live for generations to come.

As a business leader, he took the
produce industry by storm as the prin-
cipal founder of Sun World Inter-
national. He brought many new prod-
ucts to American consumer markets,
like the delicious new seedless water-
melon, various new types of grapes,
and the Hawaiian pineapple.
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Sun World International became a
powerhouse produce company under his
watch, one of the largest in the Nation.
His business leadership was well recog-
nized.

He served on the California State
Board of Food and Agriculture as a key
adviser to Governor Pat Brown on
issues important to the many farmers,
ranchers, and consumers in California.
He was named as one of the most influ-
ential produce leaders of the past 100
years by the industry publication, The
Packer.

Mr. Marguleas was a genuinely good
man. His incredible heart of gold was
shown through his generosity as a phi-
lanthropist.

He championed healthcare access and
education, issues near and dear to my
own heart. He was vice chair at the
University of California at Riverside,
and served as a trustee at the Eisen-
hower Medical Center for more than 15
years.

He also helped found the Coachella
Valley Boys and Girls Club, which has
grown to five clubhouses serving thou-
sands of children across the valley.

This is just a small part of the in-
credible work he did as a philan-
thropist and community leader
throughout his life.

Mr. Marguleas was very special to me
and my family in a very deeply per-
sonal way. He gave my father, Gilbert,
the chance in life that transformed our
entire family. He gave my dad, who
didn’t finish high school, a good job
working at Sun World packing in Ther-
mal and a ticket to the middle class.

He promoted my dad to eventually
manage the plant. That allowed my
family to move from our trailer and
into our home in Coachella.

He used to give us Angels and Dodg-
ers baseball tickets and giant Hershey
chocolate bars for Christmas. For a kid
who loves chocolate, those giant bars
were like a gift from God Himself.

What really moves me is that he paid
for a full year of my undergrad studies
at UCLA, when my dad couldn’t afford
it. Imagine that. He helped a boy from
a trailer park, son of farmworkers,
achieve his dreams to be a doctor and
serve the community. He did so with-
out fanfare, headlines, or public rec-
ognition. He did it because he cared for
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